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Raven Boy had never left
his forest home before
he set out on these
adventures with Elf Girl
and he still can’t get over
how big the world
1s.

‘@)0_1‘ about half a morning, things went really well for EIf
Girl and Raven Boy.

They were feeling pretty good about themselves. After all,
they had escaped the terrible trolls in Fright Forest, matched

the magic of the wicked wizard in Monster Mountains and I

theyd just seen off the perilous pirates of Scream Sea.
They were in the pretty seaside town of Waterspout and,

what’s more, they had money to spend on some breakfast,

Baiatul-Corb nu si-a
parasit niciodata casa
din padure nainte sa

porneasca
in aceste aventuri

cu Fata-Spiridus st
inca e uluit de cat

de mare e lumea.

O jumatate de dimineata, lucrurile au mers chiar foarte
bine pentru Baiatul-Corb si Fata-Spiridus.

Erau chiar mandri de ei. La urma urmei, scapasera de
trolii teribili din Padurea Spaimelor, il intrecuserd in magie
pe maleficul vrdjitor din Muntii Monstrilor si tocmai se
descotorosisera de piratii periculosi din Marea Urletelor.

Se aflau acum in frumosul oras de coastd Taifun si aveau
la ei si bani de cheltuiald, cu care sd-si pliteascd micul dejun,



something they did as soon as theyd checked that the pirates
had really gone. Theyd last seen them running for their lives
with those very trolls from Fright Forest hard on their heels.

“That should give us time at least for second breakfast, said
Raven Boy.

‘Second breakfast?” asked Elf Girl. Rat popped out of Raven
Boy’s pocket, all ears. He jumped up onto Raven Boy’s feathery
head.

‘Yes, said Raven Boy. ‘Second breakfast. You have heard of
second breakfast, haven't you?’

‘No, said Elf Girl.

Raven Boy looked shocked.

‘Well, he said, in a hushed voice, ‘it’s about time you learned’

He grabbed Elf Girl by the hand and, with Rat squeaking
happily, they marched into Waterspout looking for something
good to eat.

About an hour later, as they polished off another huge plate
of pancakes, Raven Boy sat back contentedly.
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Elf Girl stared at him.
‘Tnever thought anyone could eat so much; she said, shaking
her head in wonder. ‘So that’s second breakfast’
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lucru pe care l-au si ficut, de indaté ce s-au asigurat ca piratii
chiar plecasera. Ultima oara ii vazuserd fugind sa-si salveze
pielea, cu trolii din Pddurea Spaimelor pe urmele lor.

— Asta ar trebui sa ne lase timp mdcar pentru un al doilea
mic dejun, a spus Baiatul-Corb.

— Al doilea? a intrebat Fata-Spiridus.

Sobolan s-a itit din buzunarul Béiatului-Corb, cu urechile
ciulite, si a sarit pe capul plin de pene al prietenului sau.

— Da, a zis Baiatul-Corb. Al doilea. Ai auzit de-al doilea
mic dejun, sper.

— Nu, a spus Fata-Spiridus.

Baiatul-Corb parea uluit.

— Ei bine, a spus el in soapta, e timpul s afli.

A luat-o de mana si,
pe cand Sobolan chitdia
bucuros, au pornit prin
Taifun, cautdnd ceva bun de
mancare.

O ora mai tarziu, dupa
ce-au lins si a doua farfurie
de clatite, Baiatul-Corb s-a
sprijinit de spétarul scau-
nului, multumit.

Fata-Spiridus s-a uitat la
el.

— Nu credeam ca poate
cineva sd manance atata, a zis
ea, dand uluita din cap. Deci
asta e al doilea mic dejun.
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‘Oh no, said Raven Boy. ‘That’s the end of first breakfast.
Now we wait a bit and then we have second breakfast’
‘What?” cried Elf Girl. ‘More food? How long do we wait,
anyway?’
‘Oh, about five minutes usually does it, said Raven Boy. ‘But
you can get peckish waiting, he added.
‘How on earth are you so skinny, Ravenous Boy?” asked EIf
Girl. “You should be the size of a troll’
‘T worry about things, explained Raven Boy. ‘That uses up
a lot of energy. Anyway, you must have eaten fifteen pancakes
yourself!’
Elf Girl’s face flushed.
‘After being lost at sea twice, stranded on a desert island and
captured by pirates, also twice, and not getting one sensible
meal to eat in all that time, I think I’'m allowed a little snack’
‘Fair enough, said Raven Boy. Ah! Here’s the waitress!
A girl almost as skinny as Raven Boy came over, and he
ordered a plate of toast and jam, fifteen plums and a pint
| of milk.
Elf Girl's eyes widened slightly as she watched Raven
Boy scoft the lot.
‘Arent you hungry? he mumbled through a
mouth of toast.
Elf Girl groaned.
‘Listen, Raven Boy, enough food! It’s time we got

on with our mission’
Raven Boy nodded, but crammed a plum in his
mouth after the toast.
‘Mapsowutely, he said, squirting plum juice.
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— A, nu. Asta e sfarsitul primului. Acum asteptim putin si
dupa aceea il luam pe al doilea.

— Cum? s-a mirat Fata-Spiridus. lardsi
mancare? Si cat asteptam?

— Cinci minute sunt de-ajuns de obicei.
Dar se intampla sa ti se facd foame asteptand.

— Cum de esti atit de slab,
Baiatule-Mancacios? Ar trebui sd fii cit un trol.

— Imi fac multe griji, a explicat Baiatul-Corb.

Grijile consuma multa energie. Oricum, cred ca
si tu ai méncat vreo cingpe clatite!

Fata-Spiridus s-a facut rosie la fata.

— Dupa ce ne-am rétécit de doud ori pe mare, am naufragiat
pe o insula pustie si am fost prinsi de pirati tot de doua ori, fara
sd fi luat nicio masa decenta in tot timpul asta, cred ci am voie
sd ma bucur de o mica gustare.

— Corect, a spus Baiatul-Corb. A, uite si chelnerita!

O fata aproape la fel de slabanoaga ca Baiatul-Corb a
venit Ja masa si el a cerut o farfurie cu paine prijitd si gem,
cincisprezece prune si o halba de lapte.

Fata-Spiridus a facut ochii mari cand l-a vizut cum le
infuleca pe toate.

— Nu ti-e foame? a mormait el cu gura plind de paine prajita.

Fata-Spiridus a mormadit exasperata.

— Ascultd, Baiatule-Corb, gata cu mancarea! E timpul sa ne
intoarcem la misiunea noastra.

Baiatul-Corb a incuviintat din cap, dar a mai bagat si o
pruna in gura dupa painea prajita.

— Mabslolut, a spus el, stropind in jur cu zeama de prune.
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There was a little squeak.
‘Sorry, Rat, Raven Boy said,

wiping his small friend dry with
a piece of toast.

Rat squeaked again, and
Elf Girl stood up, looking
hufty.

‘Raven Boy, I've had
enough.  Breakfast,
that is. I'm going to
ask around and find
out where the Dread
Desert is, and then
maybe we can get on
with our important
business. Saving the world? Remember?’
At the words Dread Desert Raven Boy suddenly seemed to
lose his appetite.
He burped and stood up.
‘Anyway, he said, looking rather sulky, ‘thats second
breakfast’
Tm glad you told me about it, said Elf Girl, ‘but we really
ought to get along.
“You're right; said Raven Boy.
‘Usually am, said Elf Girl.
Rat squeaked. It sounded like a little laugh.
‘What did that mean?’ asked Elf Girl suspiciously.
‘Oh, said Raven Boy quickly, ‘Rat was just wondering which
way Dread Desert is’
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S-a auzit un chitéit mic.

— Scuze, Sobolan, a spus bdiatul, stergandu-si prietenul cu
o bucata de paine prajita.

Sobolan a chitéit din nou si Fata-Spiridus s-a ridicat supdrata.

— Baiatule-Corb, m-am saturat. De micul dejun, vreau sa
spun. O sa intreb incotro e Desertul Groazei si apoi poate ne
vedem de treabd. Trebuie sa salvim lumea! Sau ai uitat?

Cum a auzit de Desertul Groazei, Baiatul-Corb parca si-a
pierdut pofta de méancare.

A ragait si s-a ridicat.

— Ma rog, a spus el cam indispus. Asa aratd al doilea mic
dejun.

— Mé bucur c¢d m-ai luminat, dar trebuie sa pornim la drum.

— Ai dreptate.

— Am dreptate mai tot timpul, a spus fata.

Sobolan a chitdit. S-a auzit ca un mic raset.

— Ce-a vrut s spund cu asta? a intrebat Fata-Spiridus
suspicioasa.

— O, a zis iute Baiatul-Corb, Sobolan doar se intreba incotro
e Desertul Groazei.
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Rat squeaked more loudly, looking cross, and Raven Boy
shoved him in his pocket.

“Time for your nap, Rat, he said.

He turned to Elf Girl, smiling brightly.

‘Well, come on then. We have to find the centre of the Dread
Desert, and . ..

“That’s where we'll find the Singing Sword and the Tears of
the Moon . ..

‘And then we can defeat the Goblin King!”

Rat poked his head out of Raven Boy’s pocket and squeaked.

‘What did that mean?’ asked Elf Girl.

Raven Boy looked glum.

‘It meant, “And then, we can go home,” he said.

Elt Girl looked glum too.

She had almost forgotten what home looked like, they had
been away for so long.

‘Well, she said, ‘moping about it
won't get the job done!

“That’s such an Elf Girl thing to
say, said Raven Boy.

Yes, itis, agreed Elf Girl, ‘because
I'm right!

Rat squeaked.

‘Come on, said Raven Boy
quickly. ‘Let’s ask around. Someone must
be able to tell us how to find Dread Desert’

Raven Boy was right. Everyone in Waterspout
told them where Dread Desert was, and every
single one of them told them not to go there.

Sobolan a chitdit si mai tare, parcd suparat, dar baiatul l-a
indesat in buzunar.

— Hai, Sobolan, e vremea si te bagi la somnic, a spus el
si s-a intors spre Fata-Spiridus, zambind larg. Haide odata!
Trebuie sa gasim inima Degertului Groazei si...

— Acolo o sd gasim Sabia Cantdtoare i
Lacrimile Lunii...

— Si asa il invingem pe Regele Orc!

Sobolan si-a scos capul din buzunarul
baiatului si a chitdit.

— Si-acum ce-a mai spus? intreba
Fata-Spiridus.

— A spus: ,,51 apoi putem sa mergem
acasa’, explica posomorat Baiatul-Corb.

Fata-Spiridus se posomori i ea.

De mult ce statusera pe drumuri, aproape ca si
uitase de unde venisera.

— Eibine, a spus ea, nu facem nicio isprava dacd stam sd ne
plangem de mila.

— Numai Fata-Spiridus ar putea sa spund asa ceva.

— Da, asa e, fiindcd am dreptate.

Sobolan a chitait.

— Haide, a zis Baiatul-Corb, sd intrebam. Cineva tot o sti
cum se ajunge in Desertul Groazei.

Baiatul-Corb avea dreptate. Toatd lumea din Taifun stia
unde e Desertul Groazei si toti le-au spus sa nu se duca acolo.



